The usual methods adopted by the veteran saints to propogate
Vaishnava Bhakti cult were :

1. Individual mendicants wandering far and wide with devo-
tional songs on their lips and musical instruments in their hands.

2. Composing and reciting prayers seated in holy places and
pilgrim centres.

3. Congregational singing ofBhajans having assembled at
selected centres.

4. Performing Nagarasankeerthana processions.

Vazhakunnam on his part developed a different method of
Bhagavata preaching illustrated with sweet stories. He used this
method to cultivate Vaishnava Bhakti cult in general and Krishna
Bhakti in particular. Thus Vazhakunnam became the pioneer in
the field of the Bhagavata preaching. The magical effect of his
speech was such that the people even referred to him as
'Krishnajalaka' (when his step brother Neelakandhan Nambudiri
younger to him was famous as 'Indrajalaka'). Vazhakunnam has
a unique role in reviving Bhakti movement with Gumvayur as its
main centre.

On the whole, Vazhakunnam, was a great scholar in Sanskrit
and Malayalam. He has contributed much to the literary treasury
of these languages. He made substantial contribution to almost all
the branches of literature such as - drama, commentary and

poetry. Moreover he is a great propagator of Srimadbhagavatam
as also of Indian culture. lie has worked much for the national
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